
 

A Quick Notice Regarding 
Band Instruments and the School Bus 
 

 
The school bus and bus stops are not safe or appropriate places to 
be playing your band instruments.  Using your instruments in 
these areas can bring serious harm to your instrument, yourself, 
and others.  If you ever find yourself riding a school bus with your 
instrument, please follow these rules: 

1. Keep your instrument INSIDE your case, with latches securely fastened.  This includes all parts: 
mouthpiece, reeds, neck strap, and other accessories. 

a. Having your instrument out can cause damage to your instrument, should the bus hit a bump 
causing you lose your grip.  It can also cause serious injury to yourself and others in the event of an 
accident. 

 
2. Place your case under your seat.  Flute and clarinet players may hold theirs in their lap.   

a. This will ensure that your instrument will be out of other students’ way and safe from harm. 
 

3. Absolute, NO PLAYING under any circumstances on the bus or at the bus stop.  
a. School buses are made entirely of metal, causing all internal sounds to be amplified.  Although it 

may not sound loud to the person playing the instrument, the increased decibel level can cause 
permanent damage to surrounding students eardrums. 

b. There are people living in the neighborhoods around your bus stops.  Some of those people are 
trying to sleep.  Even if Louis Armstrong himself were playing a free concert at your bus stop, your 
sleeping neighbors would not want to hear it.  Please be respectful of your neighbors.  Save your 
musical stylings for the band room and your own home. 
 

4. Failure to follow these rules could result in any of the following disciplinary actions: 
a. The bus will pull over until you correct your behavior, causing everyone to be home late. 
b. Students who aren’t following the rules may be moved to the front of the bus. 
c. A written warning will go home to your parents/guardians. 
d. A referral - bus drivers can write referrals just like teachers. 
e. Removal of your bus privileges. 
f. Removal of school instrument privileges for those borrowing an instrument. 

 

Sign and return to Mrs. Russell by Friday 9/21/18 
_____________ I have reviewed and understand the expectations placed upon me as listed above. 
 
Student Name (Print, First and Last): ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature: ______________________________________________________________________ Date: _________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: _______________________________________________________________________ Date: __________________________ 
 


